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Braden River High School Marching Band of Pirates,

Welcome to the 2010-2011 Marching Band.

This handbook is intended to be used by students, parents, band boosters and the director as a convenient source of information regarding the varied aspects of the Marching Band program.  We have tried to cover, as thoroughly as possible, every facet of the marching band program.  Students and parents must read this handbook carefully, sign and return the agreement forms located at the end of this handbook.  These forms, along with other necessary information, must be turned in as soon as possible.  Band members will be expected to understand and abide by all rules and regulations set forth in this handbook.  Remember, to have a great band, we must all maintain a strong commitment to excellence, and strive to do our best.

Sincerely,
Kendall Carrier

Director of Bands
Schedule for 2010-2011 Marching Band
The following dates are accurate to the best of our knowledge and ability.  Additions and changes will be provided to the students as that information is received.  Please be aware that everything listed is required.  Please note that these dates go all the way through the end of the school year.  Any conflicts with these dates need to be brought to the director’s attention within one week after the receipt of this handbook.
7/6/10


Music Rehearsal 


5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

7/8/10


Woodwind Rehearsal 

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

7/13/10

Music Rehearsal


5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

7/15/10

Brass/Percussion Rehearsal

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

7/20/10

Music Rehearsal


5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

7/22/10

Woodwind Rehearsal

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

7/27/10

Music Rehearsal


5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

7/29/10

Brass/Percussion Rehearsal

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
8/2/10 -8/6/10


1st Week of Band Camp for all Marching Band Students
8/9/10-8/12/10 

2nd Week of Band Camp for all Marching Band Students
8/17/10


Rehearsal


5:00 – 8:30 p.m.

8/19/10


Rehearsal


5:00 – 8:30 p.m.
8/24/10


Rehearsal


5:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Once School is in session, we will rehearse on Tuesday and Thursday from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Mondays will be used for sectionals on a rotating basis.

In the event of many rain outs, extra rehearsals might be added to the schedule. 
8/23/2010

1st Day of School

DATE     EVENT




   CALL TIME


8/27
  Football at Cardinal Mooney H.S.

5:00 p.m.

9/03
  Football at Lakewood Ranch H.S.


5:00 p.m.

9/10
  Football at Venice H.S.



5:00 p.m.

9/17
  Football Home vs. Sarasota


5:00 p.m.

9/19
  March-a-Thon Fundraiser at BRHS     
9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m.

9/24
  Football at Bayshore H.S.



5:00 p.m.

10/01     Football at Desoto




4:00 p.m.

10/08
  Football Home vs. Southeast


5:00 p.m.

10/9
  FMBC Regional Durant                  
  
TBA

10/15     Football Home vs. Manatee


5:00 p.m.

10/22     FBA Rehearsal 




2:45 – 5:45 p.m.

10/23     FBA District Festival (Manatee High School)       TBA
10/29     Football at Booker H.S.                                          5:00 p.m.

10/30     FMBC Regional North Port


TBA
11/05
  Football Home vs. Lemon Bay                               5:00 p.m.

11/6
  FMBC Regional Lakewood Ranch H.S.
 
TBA

11/11
  Veteran’s Day Parade



TBA

11/12     Football Home vs. Palmetto


5:00 p.m.

11/21     FMBC State Championships
TBA

12/5/09

Myakka Christmas Parade

1/16/10

Martin Luther King Jr. Parade




3/14/10

Saint Patrick’s Parade

4/24/10

Heritage Night Parade
ATTENDANCE
Attendance Policy- You must attend all practices and performances.  You will not be excused for work or other extracurricular activities.  Absence due to illness must be documented.  Notify the director the day of the absence and present a note from your parents to the band director at the next practice you attend.  Students with an unexcused absence or excessive absences may be put on alternate status and may result in your removal from the marching band.  It is your responsibility to clear all performance and practice dates on your social, personal, family, and work calendars.  You will not be excused from a practice or performance unless you are severely ill or have received prior approval from the director.  Conflicts can be avoided by proper communication.  Band events will be posted in calendar form on the main door in the band room.

Band Camp- Band camp is the foundation of the marching band.  Regardless of grade level or playing ability, attendance is something every band member has in common.  Each day of band camp is built on the previous day.  It is imperative we have 100% participation.  All students should eat breakfast before coming to camp, even if they normally skip it during the school year.  Avoid milk and other food that may sour in your stomach.  It is the student’s responsibility to provide their own food and drinks during camp.  Appropriate dress is light, summer clothing, socks and comfortable tennis shoes.  Girls must wear a shirt that meets their pants or shorts at the waist, and the shirt must have shoulder straps.  It is recommended a hat and sunglasses are also worn and dark colors are avoided.  The student must supply sunscreen and bug spray.  Remember to drink plenty of water before, during, and after camp.
Football Games- A requirement of the marching band is to attend all varsity football games, home and away.  All band members must participate.  If there is a conflict, notify the director as soon as possible. 
Competitions-   Competitions are a major component of the marching band.  Each participating band is evaluated on general effect, marching, music, auxiliary and overall performance.  Attendance is mandatory.

Parades- Parades will be scheduled throughout the year.  100% participation is expected.  Parades are a way for the marching band to represent the school and the community while having fun!

Policies and Procedures
· All students wearing a band uniform must wear black socks, black marching band shoes and your band shirt.
· Jewelry and nail polish will not be worn during performances.
· All tattoos will be covered for every event 
· Girl’s hair will be French braided.
· Students will remain in full uniform at contests unless otherwise instructed by the Band Director.
· Instruments and equipment must be cleaned and maintained in proper working order.
· Always display a positive attitude and show pride in your organization!
On Game Day
· Absolutely no gum from the time you arrive at the high school for rehearsal until the band leaves the band room to go home.
· Use the restrooms before we leave the band room to load buses or march to the stadium.  Your next opportunity will be in the 3rd quarter of the game.
· Unless supplied with different instructions by the Director, all uniform parts must be worn in the proper manner.  Gloves should be on, uniforms buttoned, hair up, hats on correctly, etc.
· Each student needs a flip folder and music lyre to be used in the stands.
· If you lose music or drill, report it immediately to the librarian, who will replace it as soon as possible at a cost of $5.00.

· During the March to/from the stadium (home or away), stay in formation until instructions are given by the Drum Major or Director.
· All band members will sit together through quarters 1, 2, and 4.  
· No one but uniformed band members and chaperones are allowed in the band section of the bleachers.
· Pay attention to Drum Major for signal to play music.
· Unauthorized music playing is prohibited. 
· Walk in a dignified manner when dismissed to move to your warm-up positions.
· No talking in “formation.”
· Please show courtesy by not talking while other bands perform, as well as kneeling down and taking your hat off.
· Students will be given the 3rd quarter off in order to go to the restroom, concession stand, or simply stay seated. Please dispose of all food and drink prior to returning to the stands at the end of the 3rd quarter and be ready to play.
· Stay out of opponents’ bleachers and end zones.
· Always know where your rain gear is located.
· There will be no smoking, chewing tobacco, alcoholic beverages, or any type of substance abuse while in uniform or in connection to any band function.

· There will be no public display of affection while in uniform. (Referral)
· Students who fail to follow any of these policies will have the following consequences:

· 1st offense- “Clean up the band room” duty after the performance.

· 2nd offense- “Clean up the band room duty” and you will not be allowed to perform with the band for the event if rule violation happened before the performance or for the next event if the rule violation happened after the performance.
· 3rd offense- Same as 2nd offense followed by a parent conference with Mr. Carrier, the student, parents, and Mr. Pauley

· 4th offense-Dismissal from the marching band.

· Remember that any time the band is together in rehearsal or performance, we are representing the school and all school rules apply.
Bus Policies
· All band members will sign up for a bus in the band room a couple days before the event. Mr. C will notify students when the bus sign-up is ready to sign.
· Students must ride the same bus they sign-up for to and from the event.
· All members must remain in their seats while the bus is moving.
· Maintain normal speaking voice level at all times.
· Attendance will be taken on all buses both ways by the Drum Majors.
· Drum Majors and section leaders are responsible for final check of buses, picking up trash and lost articles, closing windows, etc.  All students are to obey and follow the directions of Drum Majors and chaperones.
· Students must obey all school and bus rules.
· Obscene language is not tolerated.  Referrals will be written.
· Uniforms on the bus should be:
· Worn in full to the event (except coat, plume and shako)
· In garment bags with at least uniform pants worn on the way home.
· All instrument cases should be marked clearly with the student’s name on the outside as well as the inside.  
· All band and auxiliary members must ride the buses to and from games and competitions unless excused by the Band Director.  Students may ride home with parents only if a note has been submitted to the Director 1 week prior to performance day.  Students riding with parents will only be discharged when parent is present.  A photo ID of the person picking up the student may be required.
· We encourage all guests to attend band related functions.  However, only band students and scheduled chaperones are allowed to travel on the band buses. 
Uniforms
· Uniforms will be stored in the uniform room at the high school.
· Each student is responsible for the checking-out or returning of his/her own uniform and hat and caring for them while they are checked out.
· Do not ask another person to check-out or return your uniform.
· Do not agree to check-out and/or return the uniform of another student unless approved by the band director for special circumstances.
· Remove all personal items, music, waste paper, programs, etc. from inside hats, uniform pockets and garment bags.
· Unless otherwise instructed, when returning from a performance with wet uniforms, each piece of the uniform shall be draped over a chair in the designated area. When dry, uniforms will be collected and returned to the uniform room.
· If repairs are needed to your uniform, describe them on a form, which is available at the uniform room, and submit this form to the uniform personnel.
· If the uniform is not properly placed on a hanger, it will not be accepted at the uniform room and you will be sent to the rear of the line.
· Keep your hat and plume in the black hat box at all times when not in use.
BRHS Color Guard Information
· Any student attending Braden River High School is eligible to try out for the color guard.
· Auditions will be held in the spring of the preceding year.  Details regarding specific try-out requirements will be announced.
· All Color Guard Members are Band Members, and they will follow all the applicable policies outlined in this handbook.  In addition, other specific requirements may be made of them by their instructor in conjunction with the Band Director.
· Your instructor will take attendance at every rehearsal.
· Attendance at all “camp” sessions are mandatory. 
· Arrange work around practice schedules.  You will not be excused from practice for work.
· Instructors may call additional rehearsals as deemed necessary.
· You are responsible for learning all equipment work. 100% effort is necessary; you are very visible on the field.  If your equipment and/or body work is not learned by the deadline, you will not be allowed to perform.
· Performance uniforms, flags and poles are provided; however, you will be responsible for purchasing shoes and gloves.  An order for supplies will be placed during camp.
· The color guard will be held to the same standard as the rest of the members of the marching band. 
Demerit Policy
Demerits are a form of discipline utilized by this marching band.  Drum Majors and Officers are not immune to demerits.  You can receive them for several reasons:

1. Tardiness- Excuses for tardiness will not be accepted.  The procedure for being tardy is for you to report to your section leader upon arrival so you can be marked present.  See Band Director after practice about why you were late.
2. Gum- There will be “zero tolerance” towards gum.  You cannot play your instrument properly when you are chewing gum.  
3. Music- You must have all of your music during practice.  We will always be learning new songs from your folder, so have it handy. If music needs to be replaced there will be a 50 cent fine per sheet. 

4. Instrument- Unless otherwise noted, always bring your instrument to practice.
5. Disrespect- Always treat others like you want to be treated.
6. Talking- Talking will not be tolerated while at attention or when being addressed by staff members.
7. Memorization- The band director or section leader will give you a date when each song and drill movement must be memorized.  If it is not then a demerit will be issued that day.  Another demerit will be issued the next day if the music still has not been memorized.

8. Sectionals- Extra sectionals may be announced from time to time.  Ample lead-time will be given to allow members to adjust their schedules.  A demerit will be issued for skipping.  If you can’t make an extra sectional called by a section leader, you must clear permission to be absent ahead of time from the director.
9. Director’s Demerit- Usually issued for horseplay.  You do not want to be singled out for a director’s demerit.

Who can give demerits?
Only the band director, staff members and the drum majors are allowed to give demerits. Section leaders can bring poor behavior or rules infractions to the attention of the band director or drum majors and we will address the situation with the student.

Consequences of Demerits:  (these rules apply to demerits earned in one week)
1st  clean up detail at the end of rehearsal or performance.

2nd clean up detail at the end of rehearsal or performance and loss of 3rd quarter break.

3rd clean up detail at the end of rehearsal or performance, loss of 3rd quarter and a referral.

4th clean up detail at the end of rehearsal or performance, loss of 3rd quarter break, referral and a conference with Mr. C, student, parent and a BRHS Administrator
5th results in dismissal from the marching band.
Serving Demerits:
All demerits will be served on the day they are assigned to you. You will stay after the practice or performance and serve your clean up detail, bus duty or whatever Mr. C has assigned you to do. Failure to serve the demerit on time will result in more demerits being assigned and a referral.
Please keep in mind that the fewer referrals that we have throughout the season, the better our band will be. I do not anticipate having any discipline problems based on your work ethic last season. Students and parents need to understand that in order to maintain the intensity and focus required for success in our rehearsals, we have very little tolerance for attitude problems, drama, talking, or any other behaviors that might get in the way of our success.

Individual Accountability- We will hold all students accountable for their behavior.

Marching Band Officers
This select group of students will play a vital role in the success of our marching band program.  This band belongs to you, the individual, and it is required that you give 100% in order for this group to achieve the band’s goal.  Officers are required to be enrolled in at least one band class.

The following positions will be selected by the band director through an extensive interview and audition process:

Drum Majors:

· Will serve as the student conductor for the marching band.

· Should possess extraordinary leadership and teaching skills. 
· Must assist the director and staff with teaching marching fundamentals.
· Are responsible for conducting rehearsals and selection of stand tunes.
· Displays a positive example through preparation and treats all band members with respect.
· Reports concerns to the director.
· Are required to attend a summer drum major/leadership symposium as training for the position.
Section Leaders:

· Should provide leadership, maturity, and musical ability.
· Will be responsible for helping any student in his/her section that needs assistance (marching and/or playing).
· Will also oversee student run sectionals as approved by the director. 
· Should work on section posture, breathing, quality sound production, and tuning.  
· Keep section quiet and focused during rehearsals.

· Teach your section how to read a drill chart and how to fill out dot books.

Brass Captain:


The horn captain is responsible for setting the warm-up arc for the brass section and starting the warm-ups when the staff is busy working on something else. It is your responsibility to make sure that all horn angles are exactly uniform at parade rest, carriage, playing position and during horn visuals.

Woodwind Captain:

The woodwind captain is responsible for setting the warm-up arc for the woodwind section and starting warm-ups when the staff is busy working on something else. It is your responsibility to make sure that all horn angles are exactly uniform at parade rest, carriage, playing position and during horn visuals.

Percussion Captain:

The percussion captain is responsible for setting the warm-up arc for the percussion section and starting warm-ups when the staff is busy working on something else. It is your responsibility to make sure that all stick heights and  stick angles are exactly uniform at parade rest, carriage, playing position and during visuals.

Guard Captain:


The guard captain is responsible for setting the warm-up block for the guard and starting warm-ups when the staff is busy working on something else. It is your responsibility to make sure that all equipment angles are exactly uniform at parade rest, carriage, during work and during body visuals. The guard captain is expected to help eliminate all “drama” from the guard and at guard rehearsals.

Librarians:
· Are responsible for organizing and distributing all music for the marching band.
· Supply replacement music as necessary. 
· Take care of making copies as needed.
· Librarians maintain and update the music inventory in a neat and working order.

Booster Organization
WE NEED YOU!!  The band booster organization is a non-profit, tax-exempt group whose membership is composed of parents/guardians of the students in the band program.  The booster’s goals are to promote interest, goodwill and financial support for the marching band program at Braden River High School.
There is no fee charged to be in the band booster organization.  The group operates on a budget that is developed by the officers and band director and approved by the general membership.  Upon request, the budget is available for review.

Booster meetings are held on the second Monday of every month starting at 7:00pm.  We prefer meetings be limited to parents/guardians only.  Students will be available to babysit siblings if needed.

The following is a list of some of the things the booster organization provides for the band.
· Assists in purchasing new band and auxiliary uniforms

· Band camp expenses(above the amount collected from the students)

· Fuel for buses and band vehicles for all trips

· Scholarship fund
· Office expenses (phone, postage, stationary, etc.)

· Video and Audio tapes

· Custodial clean-up after football games

· 2 Percussion Instructors 2 Guard Instructors and 2 Marching Instructors
· Drill design

· Music Purchases

· Auxiliary Equipment

· Equipment for concession stand

In order to provide funding for the above expenses, the booster organization has numerous fund-raisers.  Listed below are some of the events in which the boosters are involved:
· Concessions for all home high school football game

· March-a-thon

· Numerous car washes

· Silent auction

· Annual Rummage Sale and Annual Golf Outing
· Parents/Guardians are expected to volunteer their time and effort to the band booster organization.  It takes all of us to have a successful band program!!!  If you have any questions or ideas, please express them at the band booster meetings.  We welcome your input and participation.

2010-2011 Band Staff
Director of Bands

Kendall Carrier

Color Guard


Ricardo Robinson

Color Guard Tech

Sarah Hamman
Color Guard Tech

Ashley Asel
Woodwinds


Bill Barbanera

Brass and Visual Tech
Aaron Stone
Low Brass


Chris Benson
Percussion


Conrad Perry
Percussion Tech

Mike Mallen
Visual Tech


Nathan Dungan
2010-2011 Band Booster Officers
President



Kim Schoeffel


Vice-President


Marlena Gore
Secretary



Sondi Smith
Treasurer



Scott Bishop
2010-2011 Band Booster Chairperson(s)
Concession Chair......................Coleen Olma
Uniform Chair...........................Maria Demers
Fundraiser Chair........................Executive Board

Historian/photographer Chair....TBA
Band Nurse Chair......................Kim Sondey
Chaperone Chair........................Chris Pearson
Equipment Chair........................TBA
Grants Chair...............................TBA
Web Master Chair......................Mike Klama
Community Service Recorder....Mr. Carrier
List of Marching Band Forms

Handbook Acknowledgment Form





BRHS 2009-2010 Registration Form



Mandatory Student Insurance Form

Affidavit Form

Internet Release Form

Medical History/Field Trip Permission Form

Band Boosters Reference Form

Marching Band of Pirates Responsibilities

Request for Excused Absence/Tardy

BRHS Credit Card Information

Uniform Repair Form

Request for Excused Absence/Tardy
Name____________________________

Phone Number_____________________

Date of Event to be Missed____________

State completely the reason why this request is necessary:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Attendance has a direct effect on the Marching Band.  Please do not forget to turn this form in a minimum of 2 weeks prior to your absence.  This form is not valid after the absence unless we receive a written doctor’s excuse attached to the form.  The directors reserve the right to deny any request of absence.  You will be contacted via written response from the Band Director.

___________________
________________________

Student Signature

Parent Signature

___________________

Date Submitted
[image: image3.png]



Action:
___Excused

___Unexcused

Directors Signature_________________Date__________
Uniform Repair Form
Name_______________________Uniform#__________

Date_______

Explain in detail repair needed and cause of damage.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If this damage is unable to be repaired by the uniform boosters, you will be charged for the professional repair.
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